Sufferings of the Wounded             [1809
which could be heard . . . while from one of the windows
the amputated arms and legs were being flung out upon a
small square below/*1
The sufferings of the wounded were further augmented
by inadequacy of hospital supplies, and even of the barest
necessities of life, a state of affairs which roused the hot
indignation of the English General who, as always, personally
visited his hospitals, and made himself acquainted with the
condition of his wounded.
It is positively a fact (Tie wrote to Mr. Frere * the British Minister in
Spain] that ... at this moment there are nearly 4,000 wounded soldiers
dying in the hospital in this town from want of common assistance and
necessaries, which any other country would have given even to its
enemies . . .2
But that which affected the English General more deeply
than all else was the abandonment of these same wounded
by Cuesta, who had been left in Talavera to guard them.
News having been received that Soult, who had not been
engaged in the Battle of Talavera, was advancing upon the
Allies through the Pass of Bafios, it was agreed between
Sir Arthur and the Spanish Generalissimo, that the British
army should march to oppose him whilst Cuesta remained
behind to hold Talavera and protect the wounded lying in
that city.
Accordingly, therefore, on August 3rd, Sir Arthur marched
from Talavera, believing that he had left his wounded with
adequate protection.
But that very night Cuesta lost his nerve, abandoned his
post, and with all his troops came panicking in upon the
long-suffering British army.
General Wellesley's first thought was for his precious
wounded. " By indefatigable exertions ", says Lord London-
1 Schaumanri) p. 193.                   * Dispatches, VoL IV, p. $19.
* Frere, John Hookham, Diplomatist and Author, 1769-1846.
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